
[Your address] 

 

[MP’s name 

Address 1  

Address 2 

Address 3 

Postcode] 

                                   

[Date]  

 

Dear [MP’s name], 

 

I am writing to ask for your support in the fight for a gender- neutral HPV vaccination programme 

in the UK, a step that could save thousands of lives from entirely preventable cancers each 

year. 

 

Currently only girls aged 12-13 receive the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination through a 

school-based programme; this is highly effective in the prevention of cervical cancer. While this 

is very welcome, cervical cancer is not the only cancer caused by HPV and girls are certainly 

not the only people whose lives are at risk. 

 

Boys are at serious risk too as HPV is one of the leading causes of head, neck, penile and anal 

cancers. There therefore needs to be a change to include them within an updated vaccination 

programme. 

 

I believe there needs to be a change to the current vaccination programme to include all boys. 

This would bring the UK into line with many other countries around the world including Australia, 

Austria, Israel, Canada, New Zealand and the USA. 

 

Currently, a decision on whether to vaccinate boys is expected to be made by the government’s 

vaccination advisory committee (JCVI) in 2018. Even if the right decision is made, 

implementation of the boys’ programme might not begin until 2021. This would mean that, 

between 2013 (when JCVI began its assessment of whether to vaccinate boys) and 2021, over 

three million more boys will have missed out on vaccination and remain unprotected. 

 

There is overwhelming support for vaccinating boys from clinicians and organisations working 

in the fields of oral health, cancer, sexual health, public health and men’s health.  

 

It is estimated that a gender-neutral vaccination would cost, at most, an extra £22m a year to 

implement. To put that into perspective, the cost of treating oropharyngeal cancer in the UK 

alone was over £30 million a year in 2010/11, up from £17 million in 2006/7. The annual cost 

of treating genital warts is an estimated £58.5 million a year, with more spent on men because 

they are more likely to be diagnosed with the disease. The introduction of a gender-neutral 

vaccination could therefore save the NHS millions of pounds in vital funding each year. 

 

Not vaccinating boys is discriminatory and probably in breach of equality legislation. If a 

decision is made to continue with this policy, it is likely to be challenged in the courts.  

 

I am asking you to use your position and help support the people of [local authority name] to 

live rewarding and happy lives without the risk of developing the devastating diseases caused 

by HPV. A decision to vaccinate boys as well as girls must be made as soon as possible. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

[Your name] 

 


